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LORDS (shouting).
Sign, and obey the crown !

BECKET.

The crown ?   Shall I do less for Canterbury

Than Henry for the crown ?    King Stephen gave

Many of the crown lands to those that helpt him;

So did Matilda, the King's mother.    Mark,

When Henry came into his own again,

Then he took back not only Stephen's gifts,

But his own mother's, lest the crown should be

Shorn of ancestral splendour.    This did Henry.

Shall I do less for mine own Canterbury ?

And thou, De Broc, that holdest Saltwood Castle------

DE BROC.

And mean to hold it, or------

BECKET.

To have my life.

DE BROC.

The King is quick to anger; if thou anger him,
We wait but the King's word to strike thee dead.